
 
 

Thursday 26 March 2020 
 
 
Dear parent, 

As we approach the end of the second week of the school closure I am writing to 
you not just as the Chair of the Parent Association but also as a parent of two 
students who are studying at ISB.  The unprecedented circumstances that led to 
the closure of the school is hard to comprehend, and presents us all with concerns 
and challenges that we could not have envisaged two months ago.  
 
As the Chair of the ISB Parent Association I wish to assure you that the PA is 
trying to adapt to the situation that faces us and the school.  We are determined to 
continue fulfilling the role to which we have been entrusted. Our principal function 
is to support the ongoing work of the school and to help facilitate active interaction 
within the school parent community, as well as with the school community as a 
whole.  Just as our children are now having to get used to following their lessons 
over the internet, we recognise that for the time being our own interactions need to 
do the same. In this letter I set out how we plan to do this. 
 
1. Changes to the PA’s programme of activities 

Inevitably we are having to cancel the activities that we planned for the period 
covered by decisions of the government to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 
virus. The 23 March announcement for an extension of the regulations 
restricting movement for the period to 1 June means that all activities of the 
PA that involve bringing people together are cancelled at least to the end of 
May. However, we would like to be able to find ways in which we can offer an 
ongoing engagement online and we are looking at the possibility of virtual 
“coffee mornings”.  We will update you on this in due course, as we will with 
regard to the PA’s planned activities in the coming months. 
 
We intend to continue publishing the ISB PA-Link each month, and will 
certainly send you relevant information about any changes that are relevant to 
the ISB community. 

  
2. Managing distance learning 

In response to the school’s closure, ISB put in place distance learning to 
ensure that the programme of lessons continues. Our children continue to 
follow the curricula, which is not the case for many children whose schools 
have been closed.  We do not underestimate the demands that this is making 
on all concerned - students, parents and teachers - and we have been 
impressed by how well this transition seems to have been. I hope that you and 
your children have managed the transition, particularly recognising that the 
pandemic itself raises concerns for all of us in many different ways - not least 
for the welfare of our families and friends wherever they may be. 

In this context we are keen to understand how families are managing in these 
unprecedented circumstances and the impact that this is having on you and 
your children. In this context we invite you to share your experiences with us. 



We are preparing a short online survey in which you will be able to facilitate 
your responses. 

3. Looking to the future 
The current decision of the government envisages that the school will reopen 
on 6 April.  In the next few days we will hear if this is to be the case, or the 
closure will be prolonged. While the government has extended the restrictions 
in place to 1 June, we understand that a decision on what this means for 
schools has still to be taken and is linked to the outcome of research 
commissioned by the Netherlands Health Institute RIVM. This research seeks 
to identify whether or not children spread the virus.  It is not yet clear how long 
the research will take. 
The school is obliged to follow the decisions of the Netherlands authorities 
which are continually assessing how best to manage its responses to the 
virus. We will follow these decisions and adapt our actions accordingly. In the 
meantime we are taking steps to ensure that we are able to continue our 
support for the school and the parent community whatever decisions are 
taken.  

 
Please do feel able to contact us at any time.  You can reach us through the PA 
email (parentcommittee@isbreda.com). 
 
I include a link to NLTimes.nl website.  It provides news about the Netherlands 
and has extensive coverage of the Covid-19 crisis, including explanations about 
the government’s response.  
 

 
With kind regards, 

 

 
 
 

Masjka de Ruiter 
Chair 
ISB Parent Association 
Mozartlaan 35, 4837 EH BREDA, The Netherlands 
parentcommittee@isbreda.com   I  www.isbpa.nl    
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